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Introduction

Thccatechismwasindeedareliabletoolfbrmissionariesengagedinevangeli‐
calworksallovcrtheworld､Itwasamanualfbrmissionariestoinstructyoung
convertswithregardtomoralandethicalnormsbasedontheChristiandoc‐

trine,anditwasusuallyinthefbrmofquestionsandallswers､Themctthala
numberofcatechismswereissuedevenafiertheDiscoveryoftheNcwWOrld
byChristopherCoｌｕｍｂｕｓｉｎｌ４９２,showsthatthisuseftllguidefbrreligious
instructionplayedaleadingroleinexpandingChristianityonaglobalscale・
Themissionaryl〕olicyestablishedatthetwemy-fburthsessionoftheCoun‐

ｃｉｌｏｆＴｒｅｎｔｈｅｌｄｏｎＮｏｖｅｍｂｅｒｌｌ，l563statingthatallchurchmeninstruct
youngconvel･ISinlheprinciplesoftheChristianreligionbymeansofthcvelL
nacular,urgedthcmissional･icstosclcctadominantlanguageinaregionand
translatethecontclltsoftheTridentinecatechismintothatnativelanguage､IIn
SpanishAmel･icaIbrexamplc,theNahuatlinMexico,QuechuainPcru,and
GuaraniinParaguaywerechosenbymissionariestointroducetheGospeIto
theNativcAmericans,SpeakingofParaguayうanumberofexpertsontheGua賎
anilanguageundel･thedirectionortheFranciscanLuisdeBolafiosfbrｍｅｄａ

ｔｌ･anslationgroupinAsunci6ntocompletethevemacularvcrsioncatechism，
duringthepcriodl585-86,Thetwoecclesiasticalcouncilsheldinearlyseven-
teenthccnturyParaguayapprovedtheGuaranicatechism，andgavethemis-
siollal･iespermissiontousciL2

TheGuaranicatechismcompletedbyBolafIosbecamepopularinParaguay
withinafbwdecades､Thedifnerclltcopiesofthecatechismwrittenbyhand
howcvcrgavcI･isctoconfilsioninthatregion､３Suchastateofdisordermadc
missionaricsthinkseriouslyaboutthepublicationoftheGuaranicatechismin
ordertostandardizeitscontents,1,1637,DiegodeBoroatheJesuitProvincial
ofParaguay,dispatchedhissubordinateAntonioRuizdeMontoyaloMadrid，
togetUlenccessalyauthorizationtopubliishftomthekingofSpain､４Ｆｒｏｍ
ｌ６３９ｔｏ４０，Ｒｕ吃deMontoyacompletedandpublishedｔｈｅｆｂllowingthree
booksinGual･ani,includingthecatcchism:７と‘yoﾉ．ｏグセノαルノ79"αｇ"αﾉ．α"/(Ｍａ‐

ｊＣｂ""りveﾊｗａ/恥/ｏＩｙｑ/YﾙｅＧ"αﾉ･ａ"iQw/"/血ﾉ"q/Ｍ(雌ve"/""/ﾙCe"/"り'P"qg"q)ﾉ３０７

drid,1639),４"e〕ﾉbOca6z"α"o北/α/e"g"αg"α'．α"/(Madrid,1640),alldCa彪一
clis7"odｾﾉαﾉe"g‘ｲαＧ"αγα"lf(Madrid,1640).WhellhewrotctheGuaranicate‐

chism,hefbllowedthereligiouslcrminologyuscdinaIjl･anslationintroduce(l
byBolaiios､５

Ｉｎｌ６４７ｈｏｗｅｖｅ喝whenBemardinodeCdl･denas，aFranciscanandfbrmel・

bishopofAsunci6nraisedquestionswithreflercncetothcmcallillgofspecific
wordsintheGuaranicatechismwrittellbyRuizdeMontoya,aheatedcontro-
versybrokeoutbetweentheJesuitsandCfirdcnas､６Aslshallmcntionelse‐

where,theissuedevclopedowingtothcpcl･sonalhatrcdofCArdenasfbrthc
Jesuits・Whatlayatthebottomofthedisputehoweverwasthedivel･genceof
viewsrelatingtonotonlytraditionalvaluesinmedievalEurope,butalsothe
characteristicsoftheGuaranilanguagc,suchasilscquivocalityandconnota-
tion

Thisarticledescribeshowthecontroversyoverspecifictel･msintheGual･ani
catechismarosebetweenCdrdenasandthcJcsuits,anddiscussesthediverse

viewpointsofthemissionarieswithrefbl･encetothelanguageusedintheir
evangelicalwolkamongthediffbrentcultures．

TheOriginandDetaiisOftheCOnt]rOve1rsy

Aslsaidbefbre,thereasonwhyCArdcnastookuplheissuercgardingsl〕ccific
leImsintheGuaranicatechiｓｍｗａｓｄｕｃｔｏｈｉｓｃｏｌｌｌｉ･ontalionwilhtheJcsuits・

BernardｉｎｏｄｅＣａｒｄｅｎａｓｗｈｏｗａｓｂｏｍｉｎＬａＰａｚ,Bolivia，ｉｎ1579,wasin-

volvedinmissionarywol･ｋｆｂｌ･manyycarsinhisllativcland，ＩｎＭａｙｌ６４０
ｈｏｗｅｖｅｒ,ｗｈｅｎhewasnominatcdbishopofAsunci6n，adiffbrcnccofvicw
regardingthemalmerofordinationarosebetweenhimandtheJesuits,andthis

causedtheirrelationshiptodetel･io蝿te､AlthoughCdl･denasbecamcbishopof
Asunci6ninMａｙｌ６４２,ｔｈｅｃｏｎhontationbetwecnthelwoparticswasllotre-
solved,1,1644,thegovemorofParaguayGl･egol･iodeHinestl･osawhowasa

greatsupporteroftheJesuits，exiledCfirdcnash･omAsunci6nbyfb１℃e，alld
consequentlytherivalrybctweenCArdenasand(heJcsuitswasn1rUlcl･intensi‐

fiedbythisactofthegovemoエAfterhisexpulsionCA1･denaswenttolivein

Col｡l･ientes，asmallcityinnortheastAlgcnlina，ＦCl･aIbwyears・Ｈｃｂｅｇａｎｔｏ
ｗｒｉｔｅａｎｕｍｂｅｒｏｆｄｅ魚matoryl･epol･{scriticizingallthepolitical，economic，
socialandmissionaryactivitiesinwhichthcJesuitswercinvolved,Ontheoth-

erha､d,theJesuitstoofbughtbackdcspcl･atclyagainst(hisncl･cccriticismof
CArdenas,７

ThehostilitybetweenCArdellasandtheJcsuitscontinuedevenafiel･ｈｅｒｅ‐

ｔｕｍｅｄｔｏＢｏｌｉｖｉａｉｎｌ６５１・Inparticulal；thcqucstionofthctcrmsusedinthe

Guaranicatcchismwasnotyctsolvcd・ＯｎＪｕｎｃｌ，１６５４，ｔｈｃｋingofSpain
PhiliplVissuedanimperialol･dinanceloJuanAlonsoOc6nthcArchbishopof
Charcas,８orderingadetailedofncialinquilyintothcmattcl；ａｎｄｏｎＭａｙ９ｏｆ
ｔｈｃｆｂｌｌｏｗｉｎｇｙｃａｒＯｃ６ｎａｓｋｃｄＣ血･ｄｃｎａｓｔｏｌ〕1℃scnlal･Ｃｌ〕Ｃｌ･(，explainingthc
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pointswhereinhefbundthetermsusedinthecatechismquestionable.,
０，Ｍａｙ１４，１６５５，Ａ1℃hbishopOc6nreceivedaletterfi･omCArdenas,The

lcttcrshowcdUlatCdl･dcnasconsideredthefbllowingfburtermsintheGuarani
catechismcontroversial:Tup5,Tuba,Memby風andTa'yra,IoInthecatechism，
thescwordssignifyDios(God),DiosPadre(GodtheFather),HiiodeNuestra
ScfioralaVil･genMaria(thcSonofOurLady,orthcSoI1ol､UleVirginMaly）
andDiosHijo(theSonofGod).CArdenasinsistedthatthefirsltwowords，

namclyTupaandTuba,wel･ｃｔｈｅｎａｍｅｓｏｆｄｅｍｏｎｓ､Withl･efbrencetoMemby-
IfiandTa，yratoohecriticizcdthosewordssayingthattheysignifiedtheson
bombyfbmicationorbyscxualintercoursebetweenbloodl･elatives,andnoc-

tumalpollutionorthesperｍｏｆａｍａｌｅ,Henceinaccordancewiththeargument
ofCdl･denas，ｉｔｗａｓｄｏｕｂＵｉｌｌｉＩ､thoscwordsweresuitableIbl･uscinthecate-

chism・Aboveall,thetranslationofDiosasmp2iwassomethingthatCdrdenas
simplycouldnotaccept､HetookthestandthatonlytheSpaniｓｈｗｏｒｄ‘Dios，
couIdbeusedtoexpresstheconceptofGodinChristianity､Il

Theargumentoi､CArdcnasrestedonthehistoricalresolutionandtl･aditional

valuesofmedievalEurope､Accordingtohisargument,theecclesiasticalcoun-
cilheldbyPopeZachariasillRomcin745declaredthatthctwowol･dsTtlp目
andmbareferredtodemons・'２Also，thepleasureofsexualintercourseand
bodyfluidssuchasblood,semen,andurinewcreconsideredasimpureinEu-
ropeantradition,l3Inshort,ifthctwowordsMemby虚,andTn，yrahadsexual
implicationsasCardenasindicated,itwouldconstituteaseriousproblemcon-
trarytothetraditionalvaluesofEurope．

CoHwe函i園gtheSpecialCommitteea)Ｉ１ｄｌ(tsReso1utio剛

AfterreceivingthereportofCardenasArchbishopOc6nestablishedaspecial
committee(juntainSpanish),whosememberswerebominAsunci6nandwere

expertsintheGuaranilanguage,Althoughanintermittcntplagueprevailingin
Asunci6npostponedtheopeningceremonyofthecommittee,l4theassumption
ofJnanBlAzquezdeValvcrdcasthegovemorofParaguayinScptember21,
1656,ledtoitsconvocation.OnOctober23ofthesameyear,bcfbrestartingthe
discussions,thegovemorB陸quezdeValverdesentalettertotheJesuitPro‐
vincialFranciscoVAzquezdelaMota，inordertogetsomeinfbrmationcon‐
cerningthegenel･alconsensusoflhemembersoftheSocietywiUll･egardtothe

criticismofCdrdenas､'IWodayslat“ViizquezdelaMotascntareplytothe
governorb

Fil･st,VAzquezdelaMotaexplainGdIhemeaningofthetermsTup嵐andTuba，
anddenjedthechargesofCdrdenasbyquotingfiomapassageoftheresolution・
HeinsistedthatthenamcsofthcdemonsdiscussedintheRomanecclesiastical

councｉｌｏｆ７４５ｗｅｒｅｎｏｔＴｕｐ鼠andTuba,butTubuelandTilbas,Sccond,with

referencetotheothertwowords,namelyMembyraand'､１，yra,Vdzquezdela
Motadeclaredthatthosewordshaddifferentimplicationsandconnotations，
andhedeniedthefhctthatthcysignifiedsemenorthesonbomofadultery・Ｉ５Ｈｃ
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addedthatthiswassomcthingthalhadalreadybeenprovedtruescveralyears

earlier,asstatedinthereportofthcJesuitFranciscoDiazTafio､'６
OnOctobe１．３１，１６５６，afLerbothCArdenasandViiz(ｌｕｅｚｄｅｌａＭ()tahadPre-

sentedtheirreports，UlegovemorofParaguayheldaspecialmeetinginhis
house,whercthemembcl･softhecommitteerCjectedthecriticismo｢“rdenas

andsupportedthestandofVjzquczdelaMota､Themcmbcrsdcclarednrstof
allthattheRomancouncilof745didnottakｅｕｐｔｈｅｎａｍｅｓＴｉｌｐａａｎｄＴｕｂａａｓ

ｔｏｐiｃｓｏｆｄiscussion､Ｔｈｅｗｏｌ･dsdiscussedwereTubuelandTilbas,Withregard

toMembyl･ﾖandTa，yraonthcolherhand,thecommittccpassedanilltel･esting

resolution,TheystatedthatwhenthosetwowordswcreusedwithafIixes,such
asaprefix,ａｓｕｆ６ｘｏｒａｎｉｎｎｘ,thesexualimplicationwouldcomcout・Ｈｏｗ‐
ever，ｓｕｃｈｃａｓｅｓｗｃｒｅｎｏｌｉｎｃｖｉｄｅｎｃｃｉｎｔｈeGual･anicatcchismandhence

MembyraandTa，yrawereacceptablewords・'7'rhisresolu(ionwasnotovel･‐
tumedatalaterstage,andonOctobcr20,１６６８､Cardenascndedhiseighty-nine
yearsoflifeinCochabamba,Bolivia､1８

ValidityGftheCriticiSm
ThiswasthecontentiousissueofthcGuaI･anicateChismbctwecnCiirdenasand

theJesuits､AsImentionedcarlicl;theorigilloftheconfiictwasrootedinthe
disputebetweenthepartiesovcrthemannerofordination・Theresolutionad‐
optedbythespecialcommittecshowcdthaltheargumentsadvancedbyCdrde‐

naswithregardtothedecisiollsoI､theRomancouncilor745wereflawed・
However,onthebasisoftheibllowingtwopoints,wecannotsimplydisregard
hisviewsconcemingthefbul･Gual･aniwordsofthecatechism・

First,thcflctthatCdrdcnasadhercdtotheSpaniｓｈｗｏｒｄＤｉｏｓｔｏ（cachthe

conceptofthedivineinChristianitytotheGuaranilndians,isextremelyimpor‐
tant､Accordingtoahistol･icaldoclL1mentwritteninBrazili、thcmiddleoflhe

sixteenthcentury,theTupinambalndianswhoselanguageandcultul･ｃｗｅｌ･e
rathersimilartothatoftheGual･allilndians,ｒｅfen･edtothundcrasTupana・It
gavethemafeelingofsomcthingdivinc・'9Themissiollal･iesl･calizedthisquite
carly,andwhentheytaught（hcconccptoftheChl･istianGodtotheGuarani

lndians,theyusedtheword'1ｍp訂instcadofDios､ThcreasonwhytheF1･ancis‐

canLuisdeBolafiosadoptedTupnasancquivalentfbrDiosinlatesixtcenth

centuryAsunci6n,wastofbllowthcprecedentsetbythemissionaricsinBl･azil、
Thereisnodoubthowevel･thatthGoriginalmeaningofTu画wasthunder､
Hence,regardlessofhowmuchthemissionariescxplainedtothcGuaranilndi-

ansthatthcwordTupヨｍｃａｎｔｌｈｅＧｏｄｏ(､Christianity,wchavenoguarantce

thatwhenevertheGuaranilndiansheardthewordlnlp目,theyrecalledonlythe
conccptoftheChristianGodandnotthatofthunde正ThcJcsuitAntonioRuiz

deMontoya，theabove-mentionedauthol･ofthcGuaranigl･ammal･andcate‐
chism,referredtoequivocalityasatypicalcharacteristicof1heGual･anilan-

guage,inhismanuscl･iptcompletcdillLimai、1651.20Thiscquivocality,which
significsthatawol･ｄｏI･phrasccouldbcoPcntomanypossiblemcanillgsand



３１０ Bの》o"ｄＢｏﾉ叱ﾉ智

intelpretationscontainsariskypossibility,llamelythepossibilitythattheword
Tilp3wouldnotbeinterpretedastheGodofChristianityｩbutasthunderor
somcthingdiffbrent、Onthispoinl，thciI1sistcnceofCArdenasthatthｅｗｏｒｄ
'InpabereplacedbyDios,doesindeedhavevalidity・

WithreferencetothetermsMembyrnandTa，yratoowecannotdismissthe

criticｉｓｍｏｆＣ血･denasassomethinglrivial､Ccrtainly,themembersofthespc‐
cialcommitteeconcludedthatthosｅｔｗｏｗｏｒｄｓｗｅｌ･enotusedinthecatechism

withasexualconnotation・YCt,weshouldnotoverlookthefactthatMemby塩
andTa，yrahadsexualimplicationswhcnusedwithspecificaf(ixes､2IThcGuaI･‐
aniIndiansusedtheirownlanguageintheirdailylife,Hence,ｅｖｅｎif､thetwo
wordsdonotappearwithsexualnuancesinthecatechism,theGuaraniIndians

wouldusethesamewordswithspeci(icamxestoref3rtosomesexualsubject・
Intheprefacetothe姥soﾉ℃血/α/e"gz/αｇ"α'．α"i(Madrid,1639),theJesuit
RuizdeMontoyaintroducedtheusageofaffixesasanoticeablecharacteristic

ortheGuaranilanguage､HealsopointcdoulIhattherewasnonegativeallc-
goricalmeaninginthatusage､22Howevel;whGnmissionariesaskedtheGuarani

lndiansquestionswithrefbrencetothetermsMemby面andT1a，yraintheircat‐
echism,ｗｃｃａｌｍｏｔａｆ(irmwithccrtaintythalwhcntheyrepliedtothequestions，
theirmindsweredevoidofsexualthoughls，Inshorl,ｉｔwouldbedifacultto

assertthatthecriticismofCArdenaswithrefel･encetothetermsMembyr且and
Ta，yrawaswhollywithoutfbundation．

ＣＯ耐clusion

Soflr,manyhistorianshaveconsidel･edthccontrovGrsyovel･ｔｈｅｍeaningof
certaintermsintheGuaranicatechismassomelhingtrivial,髄volous,Ｃｌ･mean‐
ingless・Certainlythereissometruthinwhattheysay・ＴｈｅmotiveofCArdenas
intakinguptheissueofthecatechismwaslinkedtohispersonalhatredofthe
Jesuits､TakingintoaccountthespecialcharacteristicsoftheGuaranilanguage
suchasitsequivocalityanduseofaf6xeshowever,wemaypointoutthepos‐
sibilityoftheGuaraniIndiansmixingthcconceptsofChristianitywiｔｈｓｏｍｅ‐
thingｉｎ･elevant，andarrivingatval．icdintelpretations・Therefbre，wecannot
simplyignol･ethequestionsofCArdenas，

WhenweconsidertheimplicationsandconnotationsoftheGuaranilan‐

guage，ｔｈｃａｒｇｕｍｅｎｔｏｆＣＡ１･derlasdoesdeservel･ecognition・Certainly,inthe
contextofthecatechiSm,thewordsTup2i,'Imba,Membyr目,and血，yrawould
havcbeenlmderstoodbytheGuaranilndiansinthemalmel･inwhichtheJesuits
intcnded(hemtobeunderstood､TheGuaranilndiansusedtheil･languagein
theirdailylife,andtheyusedthosefburwordsindiffbrentcontexts・Therefbre，
aslongasthecatechismwastaughtinthcGuaranilanguage,theconccptsof
ChristianilywouldhavebeenconveyedtotheGual･anilndianswithimplica‐
tionsandconnotationsdifferentftomwhatwasintended,Inotherwords,the
outcomecouldpossiblyhavebeensomethingthattheJesuitsneveranticipated・
Ncverthelesshowever,thisisnottosaythattheevangelicalworkoftheJesuits
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wasaflailure,Theintroductionofthevemacularinteachingcatechisminac‐

cordancewiththedecreeofthcCouncilofTrent,offeredtheGuaraniachance

lointerpretanLmknownl･eligionliomEuropcintheiruniqucway,ThereisrcIi‐
ableevidencethatChristianitydidspreadamongtheGuaranilndians,although

themamlerinwhichtheyunderstoodandintcrpretcdChristianitywasdifflerent
fi･omwhattheJcsuitshadilltendcd．
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